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Exhibition from May 26 to September 29, 2019

At LiFE - submarine base

Nothing is ever literal with Claude Lévéque. He
weaves referential or autobiographical allusions that
help to unlock the universal significance of a story
that he's been enriching every time he engages with
a space. Lost childhood, traumatic memory, anger,
desire and the meditative melancholy a landscape
inspires: all of these are often interlaced in theatrical
installations that combine - as is the artist's
tradition — objects, sound and light.

Situated between the aesthetics of sensory shock
and the quest for contemplative bedazzlement,
Claude Lévéque is willing to use powerful sound
creations to expand upon his visual devices. A
number of writings have emphasised his connections
with the utopias, protestation and marginality of
1980s music scenes, but his culture is much broader:
from the beginning, the artist's musical spectrum
has absorbed everything, or almost, from Mahler to
Slayer.

Claude Lévéque also works with atmospheric
soundscapes in collaboration with others, among
them the musician Gérdéme Nox. So sound becomes,
like light, a tool to metamorphose space and
intensify visual experiences: gently (the delicate
crystalline rustle that accompanies Mort en étég,
dreamlike installation created for Fontevraud Abbey
in 2012) or painfully (the sub-bass waves of Sentier
lumineux, an explosive assault conceived for the lieu
unique in 2000).

Claude Lévéque has a passion for mirror images
and is inclined to fill his installations with reflective
fragments. The status of this material has been
disrupted since the 1960s by the concept,
popularised by artists like Michelangelo Pistoletto or
Daniel Buren, of the mirror as a medium: it becomes
simultaneously both image and subject, support
and surface.

The mirror amplifies space, acting as a powerful way
to catch light and therefore the eye: the material
is an emblem of Claude Lévéque's interest in the
realms of entertainment, the immediate impact
of the worlds of the funfair or the circus, these
ephemeral universes that use fairly rudimentary and
often cobbled-together methods to produce strong
sensations. They are modest mirages that make
the landscape glitter, simple devices that flee from
sophistication, which is something poorly suited to
the artist's language. Instead, raw reflections run
through his work, "dominated by the presence of
metal in all its forms — cages, bars, blades, exhaust
pipes, wheel rims, tin cans, corrugated iron, rails,
etc, like a mise en abyme of the infinite complexity
of the real.

The entire Saint-Nazaire exhibition works with
writing in light, and contrasts sharply with the
artist's recent projects: a more experimental and
more radical in situ intervention, it's also a nod to
The Cramps and their song Human Fly, a psychobilly
gem carried by Lux Interior's syncopated voice and
belching sensuality. The track's first verse alludes
to the fly's diffracted vision? It is precisely this
eye, its vision a multiplication of panoramic facets
made possible by a multitude of light sensors,
that interested the artist as a way to evoke the
enlargement of perception directly linked to the
paroxysms of his structure's impact on the senses.

In the vast space that runs across the LiFE, well
protected under the bomb traps, eight metres
of reinforced concrete weighs down overhead.
In there, laid out on the ground, Claude Lévéque
has distributed seven stellar clusters: spectacular
bouquets of stems of polished mirrored stainless
steel linked by metal collars. These bars have been
allowed to settle under their own weight, to become



wedged at their own balancing point. Similar but
all different, these criss-crossed assemblies form
knots of sparks that dance under stroboscopic jolts
and flicker beneath the split beam of spotlights.

The visual disturbance, stripped of the oneiric
qualities at work in his other projects, is amplified
by the intense harmonics of metallic collisions that
Claude Lévéque has laid out in the space. This sound
loop has the character of a bruitist roller coaster, a
frantic resonating circulation between light-hearted
twitching and menacing rumbling that invades
everything, the space as much as the bodies of
visitors. This combination of forces held in tension
results in an exhibition that behaves like a trap, a

notion the artist has often developed. Somewhere
between a rite of passage and an ambush, between
cosmic vertigo and the heightening of every sense,
it's an enjoyable stroll, but all shook up. Keep your
wits about you.

Eva Prouteau, art critic

Notes

1 - Florence Ostende, Le Dernier rempart de la Loire,
Monography, kamel mennour éditions, Paris, 2018 p9.

2 - The Marvel Comics supervillain, the eponymous Human
Fly at the centre of the song's lyrics, is gifted with this kind
of vision.

Claude Lévéque

Boomerang, 2003

Site-specific installation, Geneteil Chapel, Chateau-
Gontier, France

Enclosed palisade made from planks, rotating light
bulbs

Soundscape: random banging sounds echoing
Sound creation in collaboration with Gerome Nox
Photo: Claude Lévéque

© ADAGP Claude Lévéque. Courtesy the artist and
kamel mennour, Paris

Claude Lévéque

Hymne, 2006

Site-specific installation, Hamburger Bahnhof,
Museum fir Gegenwart, Berlin, Germany
Mirror-polished stainless steel blades, black altuglas,
metal halide lamps, electric fans.

Photos: Thomas Bruns

© ADAGP Claude Lévéque. Courtesy the artist and
kamel mennour, Paris



AVAILABLE IMAGES

These images are available in high-definition on request.
Please respect and mention the caption and photo credits during the reproductions.

Claude Lévéque, Human Fly, 2019

Site specific work, Life, submarine base Saint-Nazaire, France
Mirror polished stainless steel tubes, servo projectors

Sound diffusion: metal bearings and clattering

Sound design in collaboration with Yoann Le Claire

Photo Marc Domage

© ADAGP, Paris, 2018.

Courtesy the artist and kamel mennour, Paris/London






BIOGRAPHY

Born in 1953 in Nevers, Claude Lévéque lives and works in
Montreuil. After studying at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in
Bourges, he participated in 1982 at the 12th Biennale Paris
and two years later, the Eric Fabre Gallery dedicated his
first solo exhibition. Since then, his work has acquired an
international dimension: Stigmata, PS1, New York, 1999,
Double Manege, Mito Tower Art Museum, Tokyo, 2003; Le
Grand Soir, French Pavilion, Venice Biennial, 2009; Sous
le plus grand chapiteau du monde, Louvre Museum, Paris,
2014 - 2016; Paris National Opera, Le Lac perdu for 3éme
Scéne, 2017; Life on the Line, Chapel of the Old Charity,
Marseille, 2018; Midnight Lightning, Kamel Mennour Gallery,
London 2018; Paris National Opera, Les Saturnales, 2018
(commissioned for Opéra Garnier and Opéra Bastille, Paris).

Claude Levéque at Hellfest
Courtesy of Romaric Etienne

http://claudeleveque.com
Claude Lévéque is represented by kamel mennour Paris/London

www.kamelmennour.com

EXHIBITIONS : SELECTION SINCE 1999

Personal exhibitions

2019
Saturnales, Dispositifs in situ spécifique créés pour
I'Opéra de Paris

2018
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Languedoc-Roussillon, Sete

2009
53¢me Biennale de Venise, Pavillon Francais, Venise, Italie
Datapanik, Emmetrop, Bourges

2008

Hymne, ISELP, France-kunstart.be, Bruxelles, Belgique
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Contemporain, Luxembourg

Hymne, Hamburger Bahnhof Museum Fur Gegenwart,
Berlin, Allemagne

FIAC, galerie Yvon Lambert, Paris

Novicio en la noche, FRAC Auvergne, Clermont-Ferrand
Looping, centre d'art contemporain / Parc Saint-Léger,
Pougues-les-Eaux

Friandises intérieures, La Suite, Chateau-Thierry

La maison des mensonges, MAC, Marseille

Le grand Sommeil, MAC/VAL, Vitry-sur-Seine

2005
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1000 Plateaux, Centre international
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dArt et du

Opéra Garnier, Paris

2004

Vinaigre, Galerie Yvon Lambert, Paris
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Jean-Francois Sanz, Paris
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EXHIBITION EVENTS

THE RADOME

On the roof of the submarine base

The Radome is a space of documentation
and experimentation conceived as a real
extension of the exhibition.

Open to all on Saturday and Sunday from

July 6 to August 25, and on September 21
and 22 from 3pm to 7pm.

Free entrance.

Radéme, submarine base of Saint-Nazaire, 2015
Photo Dominique Macel, City of Saint-Nazaire

THE EXHIBITION NEWSPAPER

The LIiFE publishes a newspaper on the
occasion of the exhibition. A resource
document to extend the visit: including an
interview with Claude Lévéque, pictures
of the project for the LiFE, a critical text
ligthening the work of Claude Lévéque
written by Eva Prouteau, art critic.

Free

MONOGRAPHY ON SALE

kamel mennour gallery Paris / London
published a monographic book in 2018 on
Claude Lévéque, which is on sale in the
exhibition.

Price : SO euros

RADOME WORKSHOPS

For families, art and science workshops
around the exhibition.

On Saturday and Sunday at 3pm30, from
July 6 to August 25.

Free entrance. Reservation required.

Full programme online.

Workshop in Radome, around the exhibition Des Volumes et
des vides at LiFE, Krijn de Koning, summer 2018

CARTE BLANCHE

Carte blanche for Claude Lévéque at
Cinéma Jacques Tati, Saint-Nazaire.
Thursday July 4, 2019 at 8:30 pm.

The screening will start with two short
movies directed by Claude Lévéque, Le
Marronnier de la garde (2007) and Le Lac
perdu (movie realized for the third scene
of the Opera, Paris, 2017). Then, it will be
followed by the screening of Madame de..,
french movie directed by Max Ophuls (1953).
All the evening will be presented by Claude
Lévéque.

Cinema Jacques Tati, Agora 1901, 2 bis avenue
Albert de Mun.T. 02 40 53 69 53
Prices : 6,50 (full price), 5,50 (reduced rate)

MEETING

With Sophie Legrandjacques, curator of
the exhibition and Claude Lévéque.
Sunday September 8, 2019 at 3:30 pm.

At Les Abeilles
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EXHIBITION AT LE GRAND CAFE

COUNTERVAILING WINDS

Working class, students and rural solidarities in the west of France:
a genealogy

From May 26 to September 29, 2019

At Le Grand Café

Free entrance

Le Canard qui volait contre le vent,
silkscreened printing poster, La Tribu,
Saint-Nazaire, 1976

Courtesy of La Parole Errante,
Montreuil

UPCOMING EXHIBITION

Emmanuelle Huynh & Jocelyn Cottencin

Nous venons de trop loin pour oublier qui nous sommes

From December 1, 2019 to January 26, 2020

At LiIFE — submarine base

Opening night - Saturday September 30, 2019

Performing on January 9, 10 and 11, 2020 at LiFE, with Le Théatre, scene nationale,
Saint-Nazaire and Athénor, scéne nomade, centre national de création musicale de
Saint-Nazaire

Emmanuelle Huynh — Jocelyn Cottencin, A taxi driver, an architect and the High Line, 2016
View of the art performance at LiFE Saint-Nazaire, 2017. Photo Marc Domage.



PRATICAL INFORMATIONS

LE
GRAND
CAFE

CENTRE D'ART CONTEMPORAIN

Place des Quatre z’Horloges - 44600 Saint-Nazaire - France
+33(0)2 44 73 44 00

grand_cafe@mairie-saintnazaire.frfen
www.grandcafe-saintnazaire fr

Opening days and times

From July 6 to September 1:

From Tuesday to Sunday 11am to 7pm.
From September 3 to 29:

From Tuesday to Sunday 2pm to 7pm.
Free entrance

Venue

By train
From Paris-Montparnasse (TGV): 2h50
From Nantes (TGV or TER): 30-50 min

By car

From Nantes: 45 min
From Rennes: 1h30
Parking garage nearby

By plane
Nantes Atlantique airport

The LiFE is accessible to people with
reduced mobility.

Contact presse

Héléne Annereau-Barnay, communication officer at Le Grand Café
+ 33(0)2 40 00 4174
annereaubarh@mairie-saintnazaire.fr

B grandcafesaintnazaire @ @grandcafe_saintnazaire W @cac_gc

#ClaudelLevéque #HumanFly #lifesaintnazaire #grandcafe #artcontemporain #exposition
Le Grand Café, contemporary art centre of the City of Saint-Nazaire, is supported by the French

Ministry of Culture and Communication (DRAC Pays de la Loire), the Regional Council of Pays de la

Loire and the Departmental Council of Loire-Atlantique.

The Grand Café is certified "Centre d'art contemporain d'intérét national" by the Ministry of Culture.

It is a member of d.c.a / Association francaise de développement des centres d'art et du Pdle arts Visuels Pays
de la Loire.

This exhibition is a part of the event Plein Soleil, summer of art centers, a project by
d.c.a / Association francaise de développement des centres d'art contemporain.
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Télérama’ aris

‘: \ " Régior — -s I T-
vem ) SRR
LOIRE —



mailto:annereaubarh%40mairie-saintnazaire.fr?subject=

